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Though we are politically free, we are hardly
free from the subtle domination of the West. I have
nothing to say to that school of politicians who believe
that knowledge can only come from the West. Nor do I
subscribe to the belief that nothing good can come out
of the West. I do fear, however, that we are unable as
yet to come to a correct decision in the matter. It is to
be hoped that no one contends that because we seem to
be politically free from foreign domination, the mere
fact gives us freedom from the more subtle influence
of the foreign language and foreign thought. Is it not
wisdom, does not duty to the country dictate, that before
we embark on new universities we should stop and fill
our own lungs first with the ozone of our newly got
freedom ? A university never needs a pile of majestic
buildings and treasures of gold and silver. What it does
need most of all is the intelligent backing of public
opinion. It should have a large reservoir of teachers
to draw upon. Its founders should be far-seeing.
In my opinion it is not for a democratic State to
find money for founding universities. If the people want
them they will supply the funds. Universities so founded
will adorn the country which they represent. Where
administration is in foreign hands, whatever comes to
the people comes from top and thus they become more
and more dependent. Where it is broad-based on
popular will, everything goes from bottom upward and
hence it lasts. It is good-looking and strengthens the
people. In such a democratic scheme money invested
in the promotion of learning gives a tenfold return to
the people even as a seed sown in good soil returns a
luxuriant crop. Universities founded under foreign do-
mination have run in the reverse direction. Any other
result was perhaps impossible. Therefore, there is every.

